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Execution Act, Amendments to Regulation 657 /05 

Dear Minister Meilleur: 

Culminating with changes made to the Open for Business Act, 2010, on December l, 2015 a number of 
technical amendments will be proclaimed to clarify the execution and exemptions process in the Execution 
Act. There are two areas where the amendments are unclear or inconsistent, and therefore I am asking for 
your insight into the intent of this legislation. 

Personal Property Exemption 
Subsection 2 ( 1) of the Act will be repealed, and a new Subsection 2 ( 1) 5 will exempt from seizure 
"Personal property prescribed by the regulations that is of a value not exceeding the prescribed amount." 
The Regulations do not contain a prescribed amount for personal property, and therefore we conclude that 
personal property will not be exempt from seizure once the new regulations come into force. 

We are a bankruptcy trustee and consumer proposal firm in Ontario, and the exemptions listed in the 
Execution Act specify the personal property a debtor is permitted to retain when they file bankruptcy. 

Pre December 1, 2015: 
• "necessary and ordinary apparel" were exempt from seizure. The new regulations narrow this

definition to "necessary clothing";
• "household furniture, utensils, equipment, food and fuel" were exempt; the revised regulations

narrow this definition to "household furnishings and appliances".

Our concern is that various personal property that is currently exempt from seizure will no longer be exempt 
from seizure after December 1, 2015. For example, a moderately valued wedding ring, earrings, necklace, 
or other common jewelry items were previously considered "ordinary apparel" and therefore exempt from 
seizure, within prescribed limits. If after December 1 the prescribed limit is zero, the "honest but 
unfortunate" debtor who avails themselves of the protection afforded by the Bankruptcy & Insolvency Act 
may find their daily jewelry seized for the benefit of the creditors. 
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